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Site Name and Location

Ren Plastics-Ciba~-Geigy County: Ingham
4917 Dawn Avenue Michigan Code Number: 3304N02W20AB
East Lansing, Michigan 48823 DNR District: Lansing

EPA ID Number: MID 067352989

The Ren Plastics Dawn Avenue site is an active chemical manufacturing
facility located in a mixed commercial, industrial and residential
section of East Lansing, bordering the Red Cedar River. Ren Plastics
is a subsidiary of Ciba-Geigy Corporation based in Ardsley, New York.

On October 11, 1979, Ren Plastics had a spill of liquid plastic epoxy
resin from an overhead storage tank. Most of the resin was confined
to the roof but some entered a storm drain leading to the Red Cedar
River, The majority of the resin was captured using screens, but a
release to the river did occur,

In addition to the 1979 epoxy spill, poor housekeeping practices have
resulted in soil and groundwater contamination. Ren stores chemical
intermediaries in underground storage tanks. Underneath this tank system
is an interceptor tile drain which connects to a storm sewer and thence
to the Red Cedar River. Static level testing indicates that these tanks
are not leaking, but significant groundwater contamination keeps showing
up in samples. Toluene at levels of 580.0 ppb, methyl isobutyl ketone

at 200 ppm, and zinc at 18,000 ppb have been detected.

Ren conducts samples and static level tests weekly. Levels of contam-
inants are tending to decrease although random peaks do occur irrespective
of rainfall. Other than sampling, nothing is being done to actually
remedy this groundwater and potential surface water problem.

Follow Up Recommendation for EPA

The Ren Plastics Dawn Avenue site has received a low priority for inspection.
The responsible party, Ren, is conducting their own monitoring and reporting
results to MDNR on a regular basis. It is recommended that this site

be scored, based on the file information provided. : e
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